September 12, 2006

Centennial Celebration. Holy Redeemer has
long held a place in my heart, and | have
been honored to represent the people and
parish for nearly 30 years. Holy Redeemer is
well known for its positive contributions to the
neighborhood and the residents of North and
Northeast Portland. Since 1906, the church
has been a community anchor and a center of
education, spiritual support, justice to all peo-
ple, and good works.

Catholic education has played an important
role in Oregon, and more children have grad-
uated from Holy Redeemer School than any
other Catholic grade school in Oregon. The
gift of education liberates people and in turn
has made Portland and Oregon better commu-
nities. We owe thanks to the founding priests
and brothers of the Redemptorist Order, the
Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary,
thousands of parishioners, and now the Con-
gregation of Holy Redeemer Catholic Church
for making my Congressional District and all of
Oregon a better place.
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Tuesday, September 12, 2006

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, yesterday we re-
membered the tragic events that unfolded 5
years ago on the morning of Tuesday, Sep-
tember 11, 2001.

We remembered a day replete with loss, but
also replete with heroism.

As we reflect on those who died that fateful
day—as we mourn those family members and
friends whose lives were taken by a group of
radical extremists, | would like to pay tribute to
the 343 firefighters who were lost in the
wreckage of the World Trade Center.

| am often amazed when | reflect back on
the acts of those firefighters. For most, the
human instinct is to turn and run away from
imminent danger. Yet, they were prepared to
sacrifice their own lives in order to save the
lives of those they had never met. This cour-
age was born from a commitment to service
that is shared with thousands more across the
Nation.

They are our first responders, and every
time America is threatened, whether by an act
of God or an act of man, they are the first to
arrive, providing certainty out of an uncertain
situation. Many Americans, in New York City
and around our country, owe their lives to first
responders. We owe them an immeasurable
debt of gratitude, not only for what they have
done, but for what they are prepared to do.

We must never forget the tragedy of Sep-
tember 11th, and we should never forget the
triumphs of September 11th. America is a bet-
ter place because of the strength, the courage
and the determination of our first responders.

——————

SEPTEMBER 11, 2006—A DAY OF
SORROW AND REMEMBRANCE

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 12, 2006

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, 5 years removed from the tragedy of
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September 11, 2001, our Nation still feels the
pain and sorrow from that fateful day. Like no
other event in recent history, September 11
brought America together in a time of grief
and an outpouring of emotion. Today, we re-
member the 3,000 innocent lives taken in the
blink of an eye by these terrorist attacks.

| still remember watching the news that
Tuesday morning and seeing footage of the
planes hitting the World Trade Center towers
and the Pentagon. Like you, | sat and prayed
for the men and women that were trapped in
the smoking buildings. Everyone offered our
thanks to those brave citizens of New York
and Virginia who rushed into the burning
wreckage, trying to rescue any possible sur-
vivors. And | wept when watching the towers
collapse into the streets of New York. These
are moments frozen in time that no American
could ever forget.

On the anniversary of these horrible attacks,
it is fitting for Americans to pause and reflect
on the challenges our Nation now faces to de-
fend our freedoms. A committed group of reli-
gious Islamic terrorists—fanatics who twist and
pervert the teachings of the Koran to meet
their extremist goals—are bent on destroying
America and its allies in the global war on ter-
ror.

We have seen attacks in Britain, Spain and
Indonesia that have killed hundreds of inno-
cent civilians. Law enforcement officials have
used innovative and modernized
counterterrorism policies to help successfully
thwart terrorist plots in the Netherlands, Brit-
ain, Canada and the United States; plots that
may have killed thousands. The lesson
learned from these experiences is that we
must remain ever vigilant in the global war if
we are to defend against this enemy.

Like December 7, 1941 before it, September
11 has become a day of remembrance. It is a
time to remember the lives lost that day, as
well as the sacrifices made by our brave sol-
diers deployed on the front lines. September
11 is also a reminder that there is work left to
do. It is groups like al-Qaeda, Hezbollah and
Hamas whose goal it is to destroy America
and everything that defines our great Nation.
They will continue to plot new and innovative
terrorist attacks against our homeland and our
people. It is up to the Congress and the Presi-
dent to work together to ensure that Sep-
tember 11 is never repeated again.

America must never forget the events of
September 11, 2001. They shaped a genera-
tion of men and women across the country
and thrust us squarely into the global war on
terror. On the fifth anniversary of that day, the
United States should pause to remember the
thousands of innocent lives lost and the sac-
rifices of the military men and women who
serve around the globe to protect our rights
and freedoms.

TRIBUTE TO MR. WESLEY GORDON
II
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Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a remarkable citizen, Mr. Wesley
Gordon Il of Fort Atkinson, WI. The National
Postmaster of the Year award was recently
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bestowed upon Mr. Gordon in recognition of
his contributions to the community and to the
U.S. Postal Service.

Mr. Gordon, who began his career as a
temporary mail carrier in Middleton, has been
head of the Fort Atkinson Post Office since
1995. Serving in a number of different capac-
ities and communities throughout his career,
Mr. Gordon served as the officer in charge in
Highland, Cottage Grove, Brodhead and Fort
Atkinson and postmaster in Wisconsin Dells
and Monroe.

In addition to his 37 years of work for the
U.S. Postal Service, Wesley Gordon has been
a longtime soccer and baseball coach, is an
active member of the Lions Club and Knights
of Columbus and volunteers for St. Joseph
Catholic Church in Fort Atkinson.

In the local postal community, Mr. Gordon is
known as a leader who understands the con-
cept of teamwork. He is quick to point out the
importance and excellence of his employees
as he talks about his vision for the future,
which is “to make every post office a place
people enjoy coming to and want to return to.”

| am pleased to join with the U.S. Postal
Service in recognizing Mr. Gordon’s hard work
and dedication. Fort Atkinson and the State of
Wisconsin are fortunate and grateful to be the
beneficiaries of Wesley Gordon’s work. Thank
you, Mr. Gordon, and best of luck with your fu-
ture endeavors.

—————

COMMENDING REV. THADDEUS
SWIRSKI

HON. SHERROD BROWN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 12, 2006

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
thank the Rev. Thaddeus Swirski, pastor of St.
Hedwig’'s Church, in Akron, Ohio, for his serv-
ice to his parish, the community, and our na-
tion.

A member of the faculty of the University of
Akron, Rev. Swirski serves as Chaplain for
ROTC Army and Air Force, and the Ohio Mili-
tary Reserve in the rank of Colonel. He has
received six distinguished medals for his mili-
tary service.

Father Swirski grew up in German-occupied
Poland. Born on April 26, 1930, and orphaned
at age 3, he spent his first years in Warsaw
and later in an orphanage near the Russian
border. As an elementary school student, he
became active in the Polish underground and
joined the resistance against Nazi occupation.
He was decorated for his participation in the
resistance.

At age 14, Father Swirski joined the First
Polish Army, which was organized in the
former Polish territory then occupied by Rus-
sia. As a young soldier, he participated in the
battlefield near Moscow, in Warsaw, then in
Berlin, and the River Elba as well as in the
Baltic region and Western Polish territory. He
was highly decorated by the end of the war.
After the collapse of communism in East Eu-
rope, Father Swirski was promoted to the rank
of Colonel.

Though he was homeless at the end of the
war, he became a full-time student, attending
day, evening, and summer classes in order to
finish high school, working to support himself
as he studied. After completing high school,
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